20 Years of FCAA Journal
Dear readers, our journal has this year its 20th volume, as started in 1998 with Volume 1. It would be interesting to share how the idea to initiate it appeared.
During the 2nd International Workshop "TMSF '1996" in the town of Varna (Bulgarian resort on the Black Sea), we had a round table discussion "Physical and Geometrical Meanings and Applications of the Fractional Calculus Operators". It was provoked by some open problems in the field of Fractional Calculus (then, still standing open and discussible !), was attended by many participants and lasted for more than 2 hours. Active part in these discussions took: F. Mainardi, P. Butzer, R. Gorenflo, S.L. Kalla, A. Kilbas, J. Trujillo, S. Kempfle, I. Dimovski, I. Podlubny, P. Rusev, H.M. Srivastava, etc. Also the possible connection of FC to the appearing modern theories of Fractals (Mandelbrot, etc) and fractional Hausdorff dimension were discussed. In the Proceedings "TMSF '1996 ", Inst. Math. and Inform. -Bulg. Acad. Sci., Sofia -1998, we published some notes taken during these discussions: by V. Kiryakova (Convenor of the RT Discussion), "A long standing conjecture failed ?" (pp. 579-588) and also contributions by R. Gorenflo, "Afterthoughts on interrelation of fractional derivatives and integrals" (pp. 589-591), S. Kempfle, "Modelling viscous damped oscillations by fractional differential operators" (pp. 592-583), F. Mainardi, "Considerations on fractional calculus: interpretations and applications" (pp. [594] [595] [596] [597] .
No it is a pleasure to present the very first issue of our new international journal "Fractional Calculus and Applied Analysis" (or, in short, "FCAA" Journal). Its topics are Fractional Calculus, Special Functions, Integral Transforms and some closely related areas of Applied Analysis. I am indebted to the members of the Editorial Board (EB) for their support and backing in launching this journal. Their experience and prestige will no doubt ensure a successful start and gaining the confidence of the audience. I also extend my gratitude to all our colleagues and friends who during recent years have continuously expressed their interest in the above topics and in the international workshops "Transform Methods & Special Functions" ("TMSF, Sofia '1994", "TMSF, Varna '1996"), thus encouraging us to provide a new forum for the discussion and exchange of results and open problems.
Special Functions and Integral Transforms are well established areas of Applied Analysis. Their recent revival has been driven by many new applications to problems, some of a purely theoretical kind and others of an essentially practical nature. The fractional derivatives and integrals, as a class of Integral Transforms, are the basis of Fractional Calculus (FC), nowadays greatly extended through the use of Special Functions as kernelfunctions. This is a discipline as old as the Classical Calculus but with a different and controversial development and deserving to find now its appropriate place in the mentality of mathematicians and their clients from the practice -physicists, engineers, economists and other applied scientists.
This Journal is conceived as a supplement to and continuation of the existing periodicals and proceedings of several international conferences on these topics, starting with New Haven (1974), Glasgow (1984) , Tokyo (1989) and continuing in the recent years with meetings in close areas in Poland, Belarus, Yugoslavia, and the "TMSF" Workshops in Bulgaria. In a sense, the Journal's aim is to continue the discussions of the Round Table " Physical and Geometrical Meanings and Applications of the Fractional Calculus Operators" during the Second Workshop "TMSF, Varna '96". As such, we welcome also papers emphasizing possible applications of the "FCAA" techniques to solving differential and integral equations, and problems arising from Physics, Chemistry, Astronomy, Statistics, Economics and Engineering; as well as interactions with Fractals and Fractal Geometry.
The policy of the Editorial Board is to process submitted papers rapidly. To this end, L A T E X (T E X) files and e-mail are the most preferred means for all correspondence (submission of papers, reviewing, proofreading, etc.). Current information on the "FCAA" including the Editorial Board, contents, abstracts of published papers, style and template files, subscription prices, order forms and other details are available online: at editor's FCAA website (http://www.math.bas.bg/∼fcaa, recently not updated) and by email.
Welcome to our Journal. We hope it will be a cosy place for all who are fond of the topics of "FCAA" or eager to join the "family of fractional and applied analysts".
March 1998
The Managing Editor, Virginia Kiryakova
The founding and first publisher of FCAA was the Institute of Mathematics and Informatics -Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (IMI -BAS), with 10 volumes until 2010. After its great success, the journal was invited to be published by Versita (now De Gruyter Open) as nominated by Springer, and it was co-published by them 2011-2014 (Vol. 14 to Vol. 17). And since 2015, FCAA was passed to the mother company De Gruyter as publisher, with Vols. 18, 19, 20, etc., each of 6 issues, and yearly contents of more than 1500 pages, print copies and online at https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/fca. In 2011, the journal was accepted for indexing in SCI by Thomson Reuters (TR) and in Scopus by Elsevier. In 2014 they appeared the first impact factor and impact rank. As one of editors, I. Podlubny then said, "we did expect FCAA to become a star, but it started with its first impact factor as a Superstar !". Because with JIF = 2.974 (for 2013), the journal appeared to be on 3rd and 4th places in the rank lists of TR for mathematical sciences. And it continues to be on the TR "Top 10" list in next years. 
65 Anniversary of Prof. Virginia Kiryakova ---

Congratulations to Virginia Kiryakova on her 65th Birthday
On March 26, 2017, Professor Virginia Kiryakova had her 65th birthday. On behalf of the Editorial Board of FCAA and the whole FC community, we take great pleasure in congratulating Prof. Kiryakova on this remarkable date, and send her our best wishes for strong health, happiness and success in all her activities.
With her numerous contributions of deep content and the highest quality, she is an outstanding expert on the fractional calculus and its generalizations, theory of the special functions, integral transforms, and operational calculus. Her book "Generalized Fractional Calculus and Applications" (co-published by Longman, Harlow -UK, and Wiley & Sons, Inc. N. York -USA, 1994) became a standard reference in the field of generalized fractional-order operators, and the series of her papers on multi-index Mittag-Leffler functions already became classics in the field of special functions. Adding to that her works on the Fox H-functions, the Erdélyi-Kober operators, various integral transforms, and other related fields makes her currently one of the most knowledgeable researchers in the field of special functions and integral transforms. She has a unique ability to present her top-level research in an attractive form; recall the titles of papers such as, "All the special functions are fractional differintegrals of elementary functions", or "A brief story about the operators of the generalized fractional calculus", or "Fractional calculus operators of special functions? -The result is well predictable!". Together with Professors Jose A. Tenreiro Machado and Francesco Mainardi, Professor Virginia Kiryakova is a leader in popularization of the fractional calculus. A combination of knowledge of the field and its history along with their creative artistic abilities resulted in the series of excellent posters: "A poster about the old history of fractional calculus", "A poster about the recent history of fractional calculus", and "Recent history of fractional calculus". Indeed, everybody knows that popularization is important for any field of science, but not everybody has Virginia's enthusiasm and dedication.
Her organizational abilities mean a lot to the mathematical community. During difficult times of social, political, and economic transformation in Bulgaria, she was able to create and maintain the series of conferences "Transform Methods and Special Functions" (TMSF). These conferences attracted a significant number of researchers from all over the world and led her to the founding this journal, "Fractional Calculus and Applied Analysis" (FCAA), in 1998, as a response to the discussion during TMSF '96 in Varna. That conference, in fact, can be compared in its importance to the famous 1974 conference in New Haven, organized by Bertram Ross, which was the first conference completely devoted to fractional calculus and its applications.
The FCAA journal is an outstanding creation of Professor Kiryakova, one of a kind, and it is inseparable from her for 20 years, which is another reason for celebration. It started as open-access, and successfully avoided all those troubles of which many newly-found journals suffer. Professor Kiryakova, who never relaxed in her efforts for selecting and publishing only top-quality research, played the key role in organizing and maintaining the journal. Using her well-established scientific connections, Virginia has attracted the leading experts in the field of fractional calculus and its applications either to join the editorial board of FCAA or/and to contribute to its success as authors of the published papers. Many groundbreaking and therefore highly cited papers were published in FCAA during the period from 1998 to 2011 (and of course, afterwards, too). As a result, after FCAA was included in SCI (Web of Science) and appeared in the Journal Citation Reports two years after that, in 2013, it immediately took (and still holds) the highest positions in the rankings in Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, and Mathematics -Interdisciplinary Applications. All people who ever met Professor Virginia Kiryakova adore her for her human qualities, her sense of humor, her warm heart, and also for her wide interests that go far beyond mathematics and science. She writes poetry, loves her cats, swimming, painting, reading, and she is a great story-teller -and all that makes every minute spent in her company a real joy.
We wish Professor Virginia Kiryakova many further creative and successful years in all her diverse fields of interests, and the fulfillment of all the wishes in her own wish list! Invited lectures at several international conferences and Visiting Professor in foreign universities in Belarus, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Macedonia, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, Slovak R., Spain, Tunisia, UAE, UK, USA, etc.
Yuri Luchko and
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